One   of  the   scientists   said:
"I think all us Leningraders will be given medals. Like
the crew of the Chelyuskin. What do you think?"
The other wanted to answer. He removed the handker-
chief that protected his mouth and exhaled a cloud of vapour,,
but then he staggered from weakness. After recovering a
little., he said jokingly:
"Why not? Look, that's the tram I always used to ride
on. Doesn't it look like an icebound ship?"
These people did not whine and snivel., they went on
with their work; and when things were hardest they joked
and laughed.
Vera Andreyevna Fyodorova, an assistant in the Intro-
ductions Department,, was working at her desk at the Insti-
tute when she fell face forward. She never raised her head
again.
Serafima Arsenievna Shchavinskaya, a tomato special-
ist, and agronomist Mikhail Andreyevich Shcheglov died of
starvation.
Samuel Abramovich Egiz, Doctor of Biological Sciences,
director of the Tobacco Department., died.
By this time one of the most amazing and glorious deeds
of the war was accomplished: the track across Lake Ladoga
to the hero city was laid; but nobody in the city knew as
yet how it was going to work. At the Institute the rumour
spread that it will be necessary to walk 170 kilometres across
the ice. "Like Sedov walking to the North Pole."
The evacuation of the staff of the Institute and of the
world collection which they had saved was fixed for the mid-
dle of January. They were to be among the first party of
civilians to leave Leningrad; and they were given a privilege
that was incredible under the conditions then prevailing in
the city: they were given three days' provisions.
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